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HAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

1. A method for reducing standby time for printing in a system of networked^ 
printers connected to at least one host computer, said method comprising the stegfs of: 

(1) registering at least one item of network print information in at le^st one host 
computer of the system; / 

(2) detecting the network printer information registered w the at least one host 
computer if a command for printing print-data has been selected, to provide detected 
network print information; / 

(3) transmitting a request command for requemng the networked printers of the 
system to transmit standby print informaticETxoncerning the amount of standby print 
operations for the respective networked Ipmnrers, using said detected network printer 
information; 

(4) evaluating the standby print information transmitted from the network printers 
in response to the request command;/ 

(5) detecting a minimum-utilized network printer, which is a printer having a 
lowest amount of standby prinr operations among the networked printers having standby 
print operations; and / 

(6) transmitting the print-data to the minimum-utilized network printer, detected 
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injh r p rfi n rriinc nt ep 



2. The method of claim 1, wherein said initial registration step comprisesthtfsteps 



of, 



(a) determining whether a command for registering net^drk printer information 
in the at least one host computer has been selected; 

(b) detecting the network printers connected to^he network if said command for 
registering network printer information in the ^rt least one host computer has been 
selected; and 

(c) storing the network printer infojmiation in a memory of the at least one host 
computer. 



3. The method of claim 2, cdfmpttsing the further steps of: 

(A) assigning priority numbers to said network printer information in detected 
order; and 

(B) storing the assigned priority numbers in said memory. 



4. The method of claim 3, wherein said step of detecting a minimum-utilized 
network printer step/comprises the steps of: 
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(a) detecting the priority numbers that have been assigned to the network prinj 
having the lowest amounts of standby print operations, if the number of thdnetwork 
printers having the lowest amounts of standby print operations is at leagt two; and 

(b) selecting as the minimum-utilized printer a networl^printer to which a 
preferential priority number was assigned. 

5. The method according to claim 1, wherein safid network printer information 
includes an Internet protocol address of the registered network printer. 

6. A subsystem for reducing standby lime for printing in a networked system of 
a plurality of networked printers and at least We host printer, said subsystem comprising: 
a first means for registering at least one iteijkxjpaetwork print information in at least one 

host computer of the system; 
a second means for detecting the network printer information registered in the at least one 

host computer if a command for printing print-data has been selected, to provide 

detected network print information; 
a third means for transmitting a request command for requesting the networked printers 

of the system to transmit standby print information concerning the amount of 

standby print operations for the respective networked printers, using said detected 
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network printer information; 
a fourth means for evaluating the standby print information transmitted from the network 

printers in response to the request comma 
a fifth means for detecting a minimum-utilizedmetwork printer, which is a printer having 

a lowest amount of standby print op^ations among the networked printers having 

standby print operations; and 
a sixth means for transmitting the p/int-data to the minimum-utilized network printer 

detected by the fifth means,/ 

7. The systemy^Fckiny 6, wherein said first means comprises: 
a means for determinmg \^epq a command for registering network printer information 

in the at least one hofepcomputer has been selected; 
a means for detecting the network printers connected to the network if said command for 

registering network printer information in the at least one host computer has been 

selected; and 

a means for storing the Network printer information in a memory of the at least one host 
computer. 



8. The system of claim 7, further comprising: 
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a means for assigning priority numbers to said network printer information in detpefed 
order, and 

a means for storing the assigned priority numbers in said memory. 



9. The system of claim 8, further comprising: 
a means for detecting the priority numbers that have ytfeen assigned to the network 
printers having the lowest amounts of standbVprint operations, if the number of 
the network printers having the lowest amounts of standby print operations is at 
least one two; and 

a means for selecting as the minimum-utilized printer a network printer to which a 
preferential priority numbjei watfTtssigned 



10. A printing system compi^sfag: 
a network; 

at least one host computer connected to the network; 
a plurality of printers connected to the network; 

a control unit connected to tile at least one host computer, said control unit comprising: 
a first means for registering at least one item of network print information in at 
least one host computer of the system; 
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a second means for detecting the network printer information registered in ih&ix 
least one host computer if a command for printing print-dat^/nas been 
selected, to provide detected network print information; 
a third means for transmitting a request command for requesting the networked 
printers of the system to transmit standby print infonnation concerning the 
amount of standby print operations for the respective networked printers, 
using said detected network printer information; 
a fourth means for evaluating the standby print/mformation transmitted from the 

network printers in response to the request command; 
a fifth means for detecting a minimum-utiUzed network printer, which is a printer 
having a lowest amount/JHtandpy print operations among the networked 
printers having standby pmjr^p^tions; and 
a sixth means for transmitting theforint/data to the minimum-utilized network 
printer detected by the fifth means. 



11. The system of claim 10, wherein said first means comprises: 
a means for determining whether a command for registering network printer information 

in the at least one ho^t computer has been selected; 
a means for detecting th^network printers connected to the network if said command for 
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registering network printer information in the at least one host computer has bg 
selected; and 

a means for storing the network printer information in a memory of th^ least one host 
computer. 



12. The system of claim 11, further comprising: 
a means for assigning priority numbers to said netwc^k printer information in detected 
order, and 



a means for storing the assigned priority ni 



Inlaid memory. 



13. The system of claim 12, furthe/ comprising: 
a means for detecting the priority numbers that have been assigned to the network 
printers having the lowest amounts of standby print operations, if the number of 
the network printers having foe lowest amounts of standby print operations is at 
least one two; and 

a means for selecting as tire minimum-utilized printer a network printer to which a 
preferentialj)ri6rity number was assigned. 
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